What are Gold Seal Lessons?
Gold Seal Lessons are tasks or activities that are strategically designed to teach to specific academic standards/performance indicators/objectives/benchmarks. It is these standards that are assessed by high-stakes state and national tests, which are then used to evaluate individual student, school and district educational effectiveness.

Each Gold Seal Lesson is centered about a highly motivating theme, activity or project. The lessons are almost always multidisciplinary and deal with real-world situations or problems. Each lesson includes a scoring guide to assess learning progress.

A lesson may take as little time as a class period or as much as a year to complete. The task may run concurrently with other class activities, or it may be the exclusive activity for a period of time. Students sometimes work individually, but more frequently they accomplish the task in a small work group.

Gold Seal Lessons require students to learn and perform in a number of different ways. They student may research, write, compute, model, demonstrate, build, survey or report in a variety of academic, technical, work and community environments.

Gold Seal Lessons:

· Ensure academic rigor and prepare students for success after schools.

· Are easy to search and sort through the online database.

· Provide a vehicle for bringing teachers from different subject areas and grade levels together to talk about common ideas for improving instruction.

· Are multidisciplinary and can point the way to effective collaboration among faculty members.

Description of a Gold Seal Lesson
Here’s the kind of information included in a Gold Seal Lesson

· The title is intended to pique the student’s interest and to give some clue as to what the lesson is all about.

· A Grade Level span for which the lesson is most appropriate is indicated. This designation is not cast in concrete!  Often, the lesson can be modified easily for other grades.

· The Subject(s) is designated for organizational purposes, but rarely does a Gold Seal Lesson include knowledge and skills from just one subject area. Most lessons, because they deal with real-world tasks, are interdisciplinary.

· The Rigor/Relevance Framework is a guide to the difficulty of the lesson based on two variables: rigor and relevance. The vertical axis indicates the level of knowledge (rigor) required, with 6 being the highest. Similarly, the horizontal axis indicates the level of application (relevance), with 5 being the highest.

· The Instructional Focus lists statements that indicate where the lesson fits within the curriculum. The statements should reflect the subject areas included in the lesson. These statements usually align with state standards.

· Student Learning is a list of what the students will be able to do as a result of completing the activities in the lesson. It also serves to provide a quick overview of the objectives prior to implementing the lesson.

· The Performance Task is a clear and concise description of what the student is asked to do, usually within the context of a real-world situation. These instructions may be written to the teacher, the student, or both. The Performance Task may also include lists of materials and equipment needed; references sources such as books, articles and websites; suggestions for grouping students to do the task; and prerequisite knowledge and skills needed to perform the work.

· The Essential Skills section contains the specific English, math, science, and/or social studies knowledge and skills that students should acquire and demonstrate as a result of the lesson. Those Essential Skills should be reflected in both the Performance Task and the Scoring Guide. One way to judge the quality of a lesson is by being able to identify this correspondence among the three sections.

· The Scoring Guide is the “measuring stick” used by both teachers and students. Students see the Scoring Guide ahead of time, so they know exactly what is expected of them. Teachers use it to determine how well the student has mastered the skills and knowledge required and how well the lesson has been taught. Scoring Guides come in several forms and can be used for both diagnostic and assessment purposes. The teacher decides which form is most appropriate.

· Attachments/Resources may be included at the end of the lesson or as separate attachments.

